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In	   the	   focus	   of	   this	   paper	   lies	   Byzantine	   church	   music	   as	   a	   field	   for	   ethnological	   and	  
anthropological	  research.	  In	  this	  respect,	  music	  is	  observed	  as	  a	  cultural	  practice	  which	  has	  an	  
impact	  on	   interpersonal	  communication.	  The	  aim	  of	   it	   is	  to	  point	  to	  all	   the	  possible	  ways	   in	  
which	  knowledge	  and	  scientific	  approach	  from	  the	  fields	  of	  ethnology	  and	  anthropology	  can	  
be	   applied	   to	   Byzantine	   church	  music.	  When	   studying	   this	   kind	   of	  music,	   it	   is	   necessary	   to	  
perceive	  a	  wider	  social	  context	  and	  a	  complex	  network	  of	  different	  factors	  which	  affected	  and	  
are	  still	  affecting	  its	  creation	  and	  development.	  Research	  can	  be	  conducted	  on	  several	  levels,	  
depending	  on	  the	  what	  is	  placed	  in	  the	  centre	  of	  the	  research	  -‐	  the	  creators	  of	  music,	  music	  
as	  an	  audible-‐meaningful	  message	  or	  its	  listeners-‐the	  receivers	  of	  the	  message.	  It	  is	  necessary	  
to	  apply	  a	  comparative	  method	  –	  in	  terms	  of	  different	  social	  and	  cultural	  settings	  –	  in	  order	  to	  
perceive	  the	  role	  of	  Byzantine	  church	  music	  in	  the	  intercultural	  dialogue.	  
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