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The	   psaltic	   music	   of	   Byzantine	   tradition	   in	   Romania	   is	   as	   old	   as	   Christianity.	   The	   two	  
developed	   together	   in	   our	   country	   and	   have	   been	   for	   centuries	   the	   main	   features	   of	   the	  
Romanian	  people.	  But	  the	  various	  historical	  and	  cultural	  events	  from	  the	  second	  half	  of	  the	  
19th	   century	   determined	   several	   changes	   in	   the	   society	   and	   in	   the	   manner	   the	   byzantine	  
music	   was	   perceived.	   These	   changes	   generated	   vivid	   discussions	   between	   the	   musicians,	  
singers	  and	  composers,	  discussions	  which	  are	  still	  present	  nowadays.	  They	  are	  mainly	  focused	  
on	   the	   process	   of	   standardization	   which	   in	   our	   opinion	   helped	   Romanians	   guard	   the	  
Byzantine	   tradition,	   though	   many	   specialists	   do	   not	   agree.	   Our	   goal	   is	   to	   point	   out	   the	  
benefits	  of	  this	  process,	  underlining	  the	  main	  mission	  of	  the	  church	  music:	  which	  is	  to	  convey	  
the	  religious	  message.	  
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