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The	  archival	  material	  that	  an	  ecclesiastical	  institute	  keeps	  most	  of	  the	  time	  are	  constructed	  by	  
a	  mixture	  of	  materials	  (paper,	  leather,	  textiles).	  These	  materials	  can	  be	  preserved	  in	  their	  first	  
stage	  or	   state	  with	  a	   small	   alteration,	   if	   the	  keepers	  of	   the	   collection	   follows	  basic	   rules	  of	  
preventive	  conservation	  of	  work	  of	  art.	  The	  archival	  material	  beyond	  their	  use	  in	  the	  orthodox	  
adoration,	  many	  times	  brings	  historical	  and	  artistic	  value.	  The	  aim	  of	  this	  paper	  is	  to	  present	  
the	   different	   types	   of	   the	   preservation	   methods	   such	   as	   conservation,	   restoration	   and	  
preventive	   conservation	   and	   their	   differences	   between	   them.	   Types	   and	   main	   reasons	   of	  
deterioration	   factors	   are	   also	  mentioned	   giving	   examples.	   Finally,	   ethical	   questions	   for	   the	  
current	  methods	  of	  storage	  and	  display	  of	  archival	  materials	  are	  also	  presented.	  
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