K. Ch. Karagounis and G. Kouroupetrorglou (Eds.): “The Psaltic Art as an Autonomous Science”, 2015

The sound of prayer in the modern Orthodox Holy Church
Spyridon Skortsis

spyrosko@gmail.com

Abstract. The sound of prayer in the modern Orthodox Holy Church Christ mentioned in the
Gospels as “Logos”. So the sound is a fundamental means of bringing the truths of our faith. The
Byzantine church architecture until 1200 AD utilizing the experience and expertise of the ancient
Greeks and Romans in closed and open ancient theaters tried the sound through the Byzantine
church is austere, plain, natural as befits souls who pray, highlighted with some frequencies that
cause the emotion and devotion. That's why they built domes and domes with specific heights and
dimensions created suitable number of windows that without the existence of provisions
reinforcing the sound reaches all parts of the uniform and of course giving the grandeur befitting.
In the modern church today because of the multitude of believers and noise of modern cities is not
enough to listen to the voice of the intensity operator, and the chanter but needed to be magnified a
natural sounding unchanged from machines and settings, resting souls. Sound engineers around the
world with the help of modern technology and sound studying, observing, experimenting on the
acoustic behavior of Christian churches and make appropriate recommendations. Yes we are now
in a position to give a tone of prayer in the modern orthodox church. How to talk about a sound
that corresponds to a place of worship and not a concert.\

Mepitnyn. O Xpiotdg avaeépetor oto Evayyého mg Adyog. Apo o Nyog amotelel Bepelmodeg
HEGO TPocEyyiong TV oAnBeidv ™ miomg pag. Ot vaodopot tov Bulavtiov péypt to 1200 p.X.
a&l0ToIdVTOG TV EUTEPIO KoL TNV TEYVOYVMGio TV apyaiov EAMvov aAld kot tov Popaiov
0T0 KAELOTA Kat ovolyTd apyoic B¢atpa mpoomddncav o Myog péoa oto Pulavtvo vad va eivat
Mtoc, GO0AOG, QLOKOG OTMG aprOlel GE YUYEG TOL TPOCEVYOVIOL, LE TOVIGUEVEG KATOLEG
GLYVOTNTEG TTOL TPOKAAOVV TO cuvaicOnua Kot v Katdvuén. I't avtd Kataokevaoay BOAovg Kot
TPOOAOVG [e GUYKEKPIHEVO VYT KOt S10GTACELS KOt O1ptovpynoay KotdAinio aptBpd mopabopmv
®oTe YOPig TNV VaPEN EVICYLTIKOV SATAEE®V 0 YOG VO PTAVEL GE OAO TAL LEPT] TOL OLOLOLOPPOL
Kot QUOIKE divovTog T peyolompénela mov appolet. Lto cOyyxpovo vaod onpepa A0y Tov TABovg
TOV TOTOV Kot Tov BopOfav tav chyypoveov mOAemy 6gv gival apkeTd VO aKOVEL LE EVTOOT TN
@MV TOL 0 AEITOVPYOG Kot 0 WAATNG 0AMG amatteiton vo, peyeBuvOel o puoIkdg Nyog avoAAoi®TOg
amd unyovhiroto kot puouicelg, Eekovpalovrag Tig Yuyés. Mnyavikoi Tov Nyov g 6A0 TOV KOGHO
pe ™ Ponbeie g oOyypovng MYOYVOGCIag KOl TEXVOAOYIOG UEAETOUV, TOPUTNPOVV,
melpopatilovtal otV  0KOVLGTIKY] CULUTEPIPOPE TV XPIOTIVIKOV VO®V KOl KEVOLV  TIG
KatdAInieg mpotdoelg. Nat, eipacte oe Béon onuepa vo dOGOVLUE €vay MYO TPOGEVYNG GTOV
ovYxpovo 0pBddoLo 1epd vad. Ti Ba Aéyate va culnticovpe Yo €évo X0 IOV Vo vaAoYEl og éva
Y®OPO AaTpeiog Kot Ol GUVOVALNG;

Spyros Skortsis born in December 1964 in Athens. He studied in Athens Electrical Engineering at the
Technological Educational Institute of Piraeus and he specialized in Automatic Control Systems. He continued at
the National Technical University of Athens and specialized in Acoustic Engineering. At the same time he took
part in the study and installation of sound installation at the Peace and Friendship Stadium in Piraeus as the
Greek scholar Agency Certification. He worked as a sound engineer in Greek Radio ( as an assistant sound
engineer Manos Hadjidakis). Alongside studying teacher at the Pedagogical Academy and from 1988 he worked
for 18 consecutive years in large private schools in Athens. Simultaneously working on internal and external
mission by making small temples, halls for young people with special supervision in acoustics. Create small
studio for young talented musicians who did not have the financial ability to create something of their own. In
2000 was awarded by the then President of the Greek Republic Mr Costis Stephanopoulos. as part of a three-
member team that created visual material friendly to students who contribute significantly to the learning
process. Create audios in excellent picture and sound quality for innovative educational reality of Greece. From
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2002 and earlier has worked as a trainer of teachers and secondary school teachers on computer technologies.
Since 2005 serving in Public Education. In recent years, practicing the sound engineer and designer sound
installations in churches and spiritual centers. Run the sound installation 19 churches in various cities in
Northern Greece upsetting the existing audio experience of the faithful and the clergy with the technique of
ichomegethynsis. The same work continued in the Athens area In 2013 he visited the U.S. where he advised
Parish councils in Washington and New York about the sound in their churches and making High Definition
recordings. Guided by experienced mastering engineer Chris Hatzistamou out on location recordings in HD
mainly Byzantine and traditional music.
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